Big Lakes County Policy
Sale of Municipally Owned Surplus Land
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Policy Statement

Big Lakes County recognizes that there may be a demand to purchase municipally owned surplus
lands in the County. This policy sets forth the guidelines under which municipal lands may be

sold.

Definitions

Applicant means an individual(s), or corporation who submits an application form for
purchasing a parcel of land.

Council means the Council of Big Lakes County.

County means Big Lakes County.

Land Sale Agreement means the agreement between the purchaser and the County that
contains purchase conditions set forth by the County, the purchaser’s information and the
purchase price.

Public Land Sale is the sale of municipally owned land that the County is actively trying
to dispose of.

Purchaser means the buyer of municipally owned land from the County who has entered
into a Land Sale Agreement.

Surplus Land means property not currently needed to support existing improvements.

Declaration of Surplus Lands and Expression of Interest

Council may declare land as surplus and determine a method of sale.
Council may also consider the sale of a property upon submission of a completed
Expression of Interest to Purchase County Owned Lands Application.

o Expression of Interest Applications shall be accompanied by a fee as set out in the

Schedule of Fees Bylaw.

Prior to the initiation of sale procedures, Administration shall provide Council with the
following information:

o The Expression of Interest Application, if applicable,
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Photos of the property,
Assessed value of the property,
Availability of services,
Recommended reserve bid amount, and
o Any other recommendations
e Council shall direct Administration to initiate public land sale procedures and set a
reserve bid amount.

Methods of Sale
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Property owned by the County and deemed to be surplus may be sold by the following methods:

e Public Sale

o Bids shall be delivered to the County Administration Building (High Prairie
Alberta) by mail or in person in a sealed envelope that is clearly marked as a
submission for a County property sale, including the property description.

Bids shall be accompanied by a 10% deposit.
No bid will be accepted where the bidder attempts to attach conditions precedent
to the sale of the parcel.

o An Applicant who withdraws their application after it has been approved to
proceed to public sale or fails to submit a compliant bid in the public sale, shall
forfeit their application fee.

o If Council selects an Applicant as the successful Purchaser, and the bid is equal to
or greater than the reserve bid price, the Application fee shall be applied to the
Purchase Price.

o If an Applicant is not the successful Purchaser, the Application fee shall be
refunded.

o Bids may be rejected if the submission is incomplete.

o Unsuccessful or rejected bidders shall have their deposit refunded.

e Public Auction
o The County may conduct a public auction with a professional auctioneer.
e Realtor Sale

o Land(s) may be listed with a licensed realtor.

o The selection of a realtor will ensure competitive commissions in accordance with
the County’s Financial Control and Procurement Policy.

o Any contractors or legal agreements will be reviewed by the County’s legal
counsel.

e Administration will ensure that the property is advertised for sale as per the County’s
Public Notification Bylaw.

e Adjacent landowners to a sale property will be notified of the sale in writing.

e No terms or conditions of sale will be considered other than those specified by the County.

e All properties are sold on an ‘as-is, where-is’ basis, and the County makes no
representations or warranties as to the condition, suitability, or permitted use of the land.

e Allsales are subject to the approval of Council. Council shall not be bound to sell property
for the highest or any bid.

e In the event of comparable bids, Council shall give preference to:

o The former lessee of the property who has maintained an interest in the property
and kept all fees during that time in good standing.
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o The bidder who has land abutting the said parcel.

e The Application fee, if applicable, and the deposit for the successful Purchaser shall be
applied to the final sale price.

e The balance of the purchase price must be paid within thirty (30) days from the date of bid
acceptance. GST is applicable.

e The successful Purchaser shall enter into a Land Sale Agreement with the County.

e A Purchaser who requests cancellation or fails to complete a Land Sale Agreement within
the required timelines shall forfeit the 10% deposit and all monies paid towards the
purchase price.

o In this event, Council may select another submission as the successful Purchaser.

/74//4%

/Cﬁ'ief Administrative Officer

Yo

" Date of Final Signature

B]_g Lakes county BigLakesCounty.ca | Page3



