Big Lakes County Policy
Spray Exemption Policy

Policy Number: ASB-05

Legal Authority: Weed Control Act
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Effective Date: July 13, 2011
Revised Date: May 14, 2025

Policy and Procedure Statement

Big Lakes County recognizes that landowners or residents may not want herbicide application on
roadside right of ways adjacent to their privately owned land.

Definitions

"County" shall refer to Big Lakes County

"Provincially Regulated Weeds” shall refer to those species of vegetation declared under the
Weed Control Act(refer to Schedule A).

“Regulated Weeds” shall refer to those species of vegetation declared under the Weed Control
Act (refer to Schedule A) or those as determined by municipal bylaw(s).

“Vegetation Bearing Edible Berries” shall refer to native plant species that bear edible fruits
suitable for human consumption.

County Weed Control:

The County regularly controls provincially regulated weeds in accordance with the Weed Control
Act and Weed Control Regulation on municipal lands, inclusive of roadside right of ways. Trees
and brush greater than 1.5 metres in height shall also be controlled. In implementing control
measures, the County shall select the most appropriate measure based upon an assessment of:

Cost effectiveness

Environmental impact

Timelines; and

The aesthetic or cultural value of the area

O SDRED

The County recognizes that the control method which is determined to be the most appropriate
based on the above criteria may not be desired by some residents.
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To address concerns surrounding herbicide application on municipal roadside right of ways, the
County provides landowners and residents with the ability to request that roadsides adjacent to
their land be exempted from herbicide application as a vegetation control measure.

Conditions of Exemptions:

The County will exempt land from herbicide application in adjacent roadsides as a weed
vegetation control measure, subject to the following conditions:

1. Thelandowner enters into a signed agreement whereby they commit to
adequately perform acceptable measures to control all regulated weeds:

2. Applications for a Spray Exemption Agreement must be received prior to
May 1st and will be valid for 3 years.

3. Participants will be required to renew their Spray Exemption Agreement
form prior to May 1%

4. Should Spray Exemption Agreements not be renewed after its 3-year term,
the right-of-way will return to Big Lakes County management and signage
collected.

5. Lessees submitting Spray Exemption Agreements must obtain the consent
and signature of the registered landowner prior to confirmation of
enrollment.

6. Failure to renew a Spray Exemption Agreement will result in removal of
signs and agreement nullification, and the roadside returning to the
vegetation management program schedule dictated by the County.

7. Municipal right-of-way(s) shall not serve as buffer zones for sensitive
area(s) or vegetation designated for Organic production.

8. The landowner must ensure that signage remains visible from May-
October.

9. The landowner must inform The County of any missing or damaged signage.
Incomplete signage may result in voiding of the Spray Exemption
Agreement.

10. Applicants will consent to maintain the vegetation management portion of
the municipal roadway that lies between the boundary of the enrolled
property and the centerline of the roadway.

11. The quantity and location of the signs will be determined by a County
representative and must be adhered to be eligible for program enrollment.
The signage location will be inspected during the appropriate year to verify
enrollment, and proper location of signs.
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12. Residents and landowners adjacent to Primary or Secondary Highways do
not qualify for this program due to safety concerns and increased frequency
of regulated weeds.

Procedures for Obtaining an Exemption:
Any individual seeking an exemption under this policy shall:

1. Complete a Spray Exemption Agreement, which shall individually list each parcel of land
for which spray exemption is requested.

2. Signage may be supplied to the applicant or installed by the County, subject to the current
Schedule of Fees Bylaw.

3. “NO SPRAY” signs shall be mounted to a post at a height of no less than 3’, and no more
than 6’ off the ground in an area easily visible from the roadway.

4. “NO SPRAY” signs must be displayed adjacent to the corresponding land parcel, visible
from the road, facing oncoming traffic, and in adherence to the completed Spray
Exemption Agreement.

5. “NO SPRAY” signs used other than those issued by the County will not be considered valid.

Preservation of Edible Berry Patches

The County recognizes that there may be instances in which residents have traditionally picked
edible berries from patches located along roadsides. To respect this, the County will strive to
exclude edible berry patches from roadside vegetation management.

The County shall:

1. Attempt to avoid herbicide application on or adjacent to visible patches of Vegetation
Bearing Edible Berries.

2. Upon notification of the location of Vegetation Bearing Edible Berries, the County may
exempt these areas from roadside vegetation management

3. Berry patches retained will be limited to the upper backslope portion of the road, outside
of the normal cutting path of the County’s roadside mowers.

4, If patches of Vegetation Bearing Edible Berries cause public safety concerns due to
significant reduced road traffic visibility, if foragers are routinely interfering with road
traffic, or if the foragers cause an undesirable presence to nearby landowners, then the
County shall proceed with remedial vegetation control measures.
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5. Should berry patches contain regulated weeds, the County will deploy control measures to
adequately address the infestation. Weed control measures may include hand picking,
manual herbicide application and/or selective mechanical control.

Landholder Default of Agreement:

Reasonable control measures must be completed by July 15™ of the current year. If lands under a

Spray Exemption Agreement are determined to require vegetation control work, the terms of the

agreement shall be deemed to have been breached and the agreement shall become null and void
Subsequently, the County shall take the necessary action to rectify the situation.

A landholder who has breached the terms of an agreement may be permitted to apple for a Spray
Exemption Agreement in the following calendar year. However, to qualify for a spray exemption,
the landholder shall deposit one hundred ($100) dollars with the County. The deposit shall be
refundable at the end of the calendar year, provided the terms of the existing agreement have not
been breached. Should the terms of the existing agreement be breached, the deposit shall be
forfeited.

Should a land holder default on their Spray Exemption responsibilities for one (1) growing season,
they will forfeit their ability to enroll in the program for the following three (3) years.
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