Big Lakes County Bylaw
Bylaw No-02-2025

Being a bylaw of Big Lakes County, in the Province of Alberta, for the purpose of conducting
general elections in Big Lakes County.

WHEREAS, the Local Authorities Election Act, R.S.A 2000, Chapter L-21, (the Act) as amended
provides for the holding of general elections; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000, M-26, as amended provides for the
submission of bylaws and questions t the electors.

Now therefore, hereby enact as follows:

1. TITLE

1.1. This bylaw may be cited as the “Municipal Elections” Bylaw.

2. DEFINITIONS

2.1 All words and phrases in this bylaw shall have the same meaning as the Local Authorities

Election Act.

3. APPLICATION

3.1
3.2

3.3.

This bylaw applies to all general elections conducted in Big Lakes County.

Matters and processes not covered in this bylaw shall be handled in accordance with the
Local Authorities Election Act.

By-elections shall be conducted in accordance with the Local Authorities Election Act.

4. RETURNING OFFICER

41

4.2

4.3

Council shall appoint, by resolution, a Returning Officer for the General Municipal
Election no later than June 30" of the year in which a general election is taking place.

Council shall appoint by resolution, a Substitute Returning Officer for the General
Municipal Election no later than June 30" of the year in which a general election is
taking place.

The Returning Officer is authorized to appoint one or more Deputy Returning Officer
and any other officials they deem necessary to fulfill their duties under the Local
Authorities Election Act or this bylaw.
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5. NOMINATIONS

5.1

5.2
5.3

54

5.5

A person may file a nomination to become a candidate for a general election within the
period beginning on January 1* in a year in which a general election is to be held and
ending at 12 noon on nomination day.

Nomination Day for a general election is 4 weeks before election day.

The Returning Officer shall give notice of nomination day by publishing a notice at least
once a week in each of the two weeks before nomination day in a newspaper circulation
in the area, as well as on Big Lakes County website.

The person nominated as a candidate is responsible for ensuring that the nomination
filed meets the requirements under the Local Authorities Elections Act. The Returning
Officer shall not accept incomplete nominations, or nominations received after 12 noon
on nomination day.

Nomination packages can be dropped off with the Returning Officer at the following
location:

i. Big Lakes County Administration Building, 5305-56 Street, High Prairie,
AB.

6. DEATH OF A CANDIDATE

6.1

If, prior to the opening of the voting stations on election day, a candidate for an elected
authority dies after being nominated, the election for the position for which the
deceased candidate was nominated shall be discontinued, and the elected authority
should, as soon as practicable, provide for the holding of a new election for that office.

7. BALLOTS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

Ballots for candidates shall be in the general form prescribed by the Returning Officer in
“Appendix A”.

Sufficient ballots shall be printed to ensure that there are ballot cards available for each
elector who wishes to vote.

A separate ballot shall be used for:
i. The offices of Councillor
Each ballot shall:

i.  Contain a brief explanatory note stating the maximum number of
candidates for each office for which an elector can vote without making a
ballot void; and

ii.  Provide a space for the elector to mark the electors vote beside each
office or question on the ballot.

Candidate names shall be listed on the ballot alphabetically by last name. Each last name
will be capitalized and bolded.
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7.6 Before issuing a ballot, a Deputy Returning Officer must ensure that:

i the Elector produces identification as required by the Act.
ii. the Elector makes the statements proscribed by the Act.
iii. the permanent Electors Register is completed; and
iv. the Ballot issued to the Elector is initialed by the Deputy Returning
Officer.

8. ELECTORS IDENTIFICATION

8.1 An Elector may vote after producing government issued identification as prescribed
by the Act.

8.2 A person may validate the address of their residence if accompanied by an Elector
who:

i.  Validates the Elector’s identity and the address of the Elector’s residence in
accordance with the Act; and
ii.  Vouches for the person in accordance with the Act.

9. PERMANENT ELECTORS REGISTER
9.1 The CAO must prepare a permanent Electors register of residents of Big Lakes
County who are entitled to vote in Elections.

9.2 Big Lakes County must:

1. Compile or revise the permanent Electors register manually or by means of
any computer-based system; and

ii.  Keep the permanent Electors register in printed form or may store it in any
computer-based system or any other information storage device that can
reproduce any required information in legible print from within a
reasonable time.

9.3 Big Lakes County must enter into an agreement with the Chief Electoral Officer of

Alberta to:

1. Receive from the Chief Electoral Officer, information that will assist Big
Lakes County in compiling or revising the permanent Electors register;
and

ii. Provide to the Chief Electoral Officer information that will assist with

Chief Electoral Officer in preparing or revising information for the
purpose of compiling or revising the register of Electors under the
Elections Act, RSA 2000, c.E-1.

9.4 In compiling and revising the permanent Electors register, Big Lakes County:
i Must use information primarily received from the Chief Electoral Officer.
ii. Must enter any information in the permanent Electors register that is

collected under the Act during an Election regarding:

a. The residential address, including the postal code of the
residence of the person, and the mailing address, including the
postal code, if the mailing address is different from the
residential address,
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The surname, given name, and middle initial of the person,

The residential telephone number of the person,

The gender of the person,

The day month and year of birth of the person, and,

Whether the person is a public-school resident or a separate

school resident; and,

iii.  May use any other information obtained by or available to Big Lakes
County to supplement the information received from the Chief
Electoral Officer.

me Ao

10. VOTING STATIONS

10.1Each of Big Lakes County’s electoral divisions are considered to be their own voting
subdivision pursuant to section 36(2) of the Local Authorities Election Act.

10.2 The Returning Officer is hereby delegated the authority to designate the
locations of all voting stations pursuant to section 37 of the Local Authorities
Election Act.

10.3The Returning Officer is authorized to designate more than one voting station for each
voting subdivision and the location of those additional voting stations.

11. ADVANCE VOTING

11.1 Big Lakes County will conduct an advance vote in accordance with the Local
Authorities Election Act.

11.2 The Returning Officer must determine the days and hours when the advance vote
is to be held.

11.3 The Returning Officer is authorized to establish the number of locations and

advance voting stations the Returning Officer considers necessary.

12. VOTING HOURS ON ELECTION DAY

12.1Every voting station shall be kept open continuously on election day from 10:00 a.m.
until 8:00 p.m. in accordance with the Local Authorities Election Act.

13. SEVERABILITY

13.1 if any portion of this bylaw is declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction,
the invalid portion shall be served, and the remainder is deemed valid.
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14. REPEAL
14.1 Bylaw 05-2021 is hereby repealed.

14.2 This bylaw shall come into full force and effect upon final signature.

Read a first time this 9% day of April , 2025
Read a second time this 9" day of April, 2025
Unanimous consent was provided this 9* day of, 2025 to proceed to third reading.

Read a third time this 9* day of April, 2025

[=

eﬁef Administrative Officer
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Appendix “A”

(List Names of Candidates
Below)

Election of Councillor For

Local Jurisdiction

The maximum number
of candidates that can
be voted foris one (1).
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