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Department History 
In 1945, The Agricultural Service Board (ASB) Act was drafted and passed in a 
collaborative approach between municipal and provincial governments.  The idea of a 
more localized solution to the growing invasive weed and soil erosion issues throughout 
the province is unique to Alberta and helps align efforts towards a sustainable 
agricultural industry.  By working together, municipalities and the province can take a 
more regional approach to developing policies and programs related to agriculture.  
 
In 1962, Improvement District #17 High Prairie established the first Agricultural Services 
Board, and later in 1995, the Municipal District of Big Lakes County was formed as we 
know it today.  Through the years, the ASB has acted as an advisory board to Council on 
all things agriculture, which has resulted in the creation of 25 locally focused agricultural 
policies and a range of programs to support achievement of these policies.  
 
One of the more overlooked aspects of the ASB Act is the work of the Agricultural 
Fieldman with the Chief Provincial Vet when it comes to monitoring and controlling 
livestock diseases.  The Animal 
Health Act and its regulations were 
designed to help control the spread 
of animal diseases that could have a 
detrimental impact on animal and 
human health and food safety.  It 
covers everything from quarantine 
requirements to what diseases and 
in what species are of concern.  This 
includes diseases like rabies, avian 
influenza, foot and mouth disease, 
and Johne’s disease.  While foot and 
mouth disease has not been identified locally, Johne’s disease has been identified and is 
often overlooked as it is believed to be primarily a dairy industry issue.  
 
While animal health can be viewed as a type of Pandora’s Box, organizations like the Beef 
Cattle Research Council, and Peace Country Beef and Forage Association have spent 
years working with industry, government, and producers to provide access to information 
related to herd health, animal nutrition, and even crop varieties.  
 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/a10
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/a40p2
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/a40p2
https://www.beefresearch.ca/topics/foot-and-mouth-disease/
https://www.beefresearch.ca/topics/johnes-disease/?utm_source=BCRC+Blog+Subscribers&utm_campaign=56d961f585-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_10_22_01_46&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-56d961f585-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.beefresearch.ca/topics/johnes-disease/?utm_source=BCRC+Blog+Subscribers&utm_campaign=56d961f585-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_10_22_01_46&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-56d961f585-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.beefresearch.ca/topics/johnes-disease/?utm_source=BCRC+Blog+Subscribers&utm_campaign=56d961f585-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_10_22_01_46&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-56d961f585-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.peacecountrybeef.ca/applied-research
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Our Shelterbelt Program  
In 2018, Big Lakes County began offering a 

shelterbelt program to ratepayers and has 
planted thousands of seedlings since its 
establishment.  Shelterbelts are often 
thought of as a tool to help with privacy and 
wind, however, they do more than that.  The 
right shelterbelt species are important tools 
for maintaining proper soil moisture. 

Planting things like willow in areas that tend 
to stay wet will help keep water from 
pooling on the ground.  On the other hand, 
some of your more drought-tolerant 
species will help trap snow on the land 
during the winter instead of blowing away, 

and in the summer months, those same 
species provide shade to help slow 
evaporation. There is also the benefit of 
offering habitat to native species, both plant 
and animal.  Some of the native species 
offered through the program extend the pollinator season and provide habitat for our 
local bees, bats, and other bugs.  

 
With all that in mind, it’s that time of year again! We will close out our orders for 
December 31st as we work with suppliers who custom plant seedlings for us an need 
orders in the start of January.  Any orders placed after the end of the year will be limited 
to excess trees from suppliers and will not be guaranteed.  Orders can be placed at the 
County administration office through the website listed below.  
2025 Big Lakes County Shelterbelt Program 

https://0gumkijd.paperform.co/
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Recycle It!  
With snow finally gracing the Peace Region, many producers are also into their winter-
feeding routines. Cleanfarms is working with you this year to complete “The Great Twine 
Round-Up”.  
From November to 
May 31, 2025, all 
used plastic baler 
twine can be 
bagged and 
submitted for your 
chance to win a 
cash prize for your 
4-H Club or district.  
Individuals can also 
participate 
independently 
under their own 
name, however, 
should they win, 
their cash prize will 
go to an Alberta-
based not-for-profit 
organization 
involved in 
agriculture of their 
choosing.  
There will be four 
cash prizes of $3000 
given out, with an 
early bird draw in 
mid-January, and 
the rest in June of 
2025.  
Entries may also be submitted for additional prizes in the photo requirement categories.  
Clean up the corral, and the environment at the same time by participating this winter. 
For more information, and how to enter, please use the link below.  
Great Twine Round-up – Cleanfarms 

https://cleanfarms.ca/great-twine-round-up/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnq69d4abb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001_rwkrmrwZ0XUBKhGqWidSnJL9HKSnBJQal4SWbfu6oFVWo7ADdz29poQUdIOlOpo7zzOK9xDm4mpU1TrrEdxl4aNSGUhrHq4noM8YyyIYD2Jc7Ryxp9diLqTU14JOcdjwtOUYAK6AlZXmgp-Q5g-_vqnNi5mhfSBl5Wjh0MrJcw38jmXHRv4CoPk1jZQ5Emq37VS_sxo4sw%3D%26c%3D2NT-yCIl_QynJhlHC_wi46p9DA6qjcmz-UMIWwraHrQEVj7q8M5Lcg%3D%3D%26ch%3DnZQlfyrgejHPxCTrtJNSvAW7-tzdPmuvAYEUhP9tjtV5FO_t3yuIGg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cshenkel%40biglakescounty.ca%7Ca11936816c264cd4715b08dd04fbf52a%7C096eff31256b459baf989d5bb441dc2d%7C0%7C0%7C638672202537281847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y9MAMqUJNZkcn%2BuhC44bfzgIbX%2FwSEJjkPS5kobHhQ8%3D&reserved=0
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What is ALUS?  
ALUS is an environmental program designed to help farmers and ranchers who are 

looking to enhance the natural environment on their land. Our aim is to help farmers 
share the cost of implementing different 
management practices into their 
operation, while also offering producers 
up to $60 per acre per year, on acres that 
are producing ecosystem services.  

What are Ecosystem 

Services?  
Ecosystem services are often grouped into 
four categories: provisioning (food, fibre, 

drinking water, timber, fuels), regulating 
(carbon capture, clean water, erosion 
prevention, pollination, etc.), cultural 
(experiences, recreation, beauty, 
belonging, artistic inspiration, etc.), and 
supporting (fundamental ecological 
processes like photosynthesis, nutrient 

cycling, water cycle, soil formation, 
biodiversity).  Sustainable agriculture, cleaner air, cleaner water, carbon capture, and 
biodiversity (wildlife habitat and pollinator meadows) are some of the services produced 
by a producer's enrollment in the ALUS program.  By working with ALUS, producers can 
adopt management practices that focus on working with nature, without having to 
shoulder the costs alone.  

 
If this sounds like your farm, reach out to our ALUS Coordinator at 780-507-9840, email 
shenkel@biglakescounty.ca, or visit either of the links below.  
 
ALUS Big Lakes - ALUS 
ALUS Program - Big Lakes County 

mailto:shenkel@biglakescounty.ca
https://alus.ca/alus_community/alus-big-lakes/
https://biglakescounty.ca/services/agriculture/alus-program/
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Upcoming Events 
It’s that time of year! With snow on the ground, ‘tis the season for meetings and webinars. 
While county Ag events are wrapped for 2024, many of our supporting and partnering 
organizations are just getting started. Many of the events listed below are great 
opportunities to learn and socialize with like-minded producers through the winter.  

• Join Lesser Slave Watershed Council, Mighty Peace Watershed Alliance, and 
Athabasca Watershed Council to learn about Water Management in the Alberta 
Boreal on Feb 25-26.  

o Water Management in Alberta’s Boreal 2025 – The Lesser Slave Watershed 
Council 
 

• Peace County Beef and Forage Association is also laying out winter activities. Join 
them for their second annual Northern Women in Ag Conference Feb 20-21.  

o UPCOMING EVENTS | peacecountrybeef 
 

• North Peace Applied Research Association (NPARA) is also working with Peace 
Region Living Lab to host two events through December and January. Join them for 
presentations on soil health and a Peace Agronomy Update.  

o Events Archive « North Peace Applied Research Association (NPARA) 
 

• Peace Region Living Lab will also be hosting another Below Ground- Soil Health 
Conference in 2025. Join them, on February 26, 2025, to see their progress.  

o Events from December 16 – February 26, 2025 – Peace Region Living Lab 
 

• FCC is also hosting a Young Farmer Summit in Red Deer this year. While it may be 
a drive, the agenda is certainly enticing.  

o FCC Young Farmer Summit - RED DEER Registration, Wed, 11 Dec 2024 at 
10:00 AM | Eventbrite 
 

• Alberta Beef Producers is also coming to High Prairie in the new year.  Join them 
for a producer meeting on January 15, 2025.  

o Producer Meetings | Alberta Beef Produce 
 

• GRO (Gateway Research Organization) is also well into its bi-weekly networking 
nights. These evenings are for like-minded producers to log on and hear from 
industry experts and fellow producers about a variety of regenerative ag topics.  

o Events – Gateway Research Organization 

  

https://lswc.ca/2024/11/water-management-in-albertas-boreal-2025/
https://lswc.ca/2024/11/water-management-in-albertas-boreal-2025/
https://www.peacecountrybeef.ca/upcoming-events
https://npara.ca/events/
https://peacelivinglab.ca/events/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/fcc-young-farmer-summit-red-deer-registration-998755262877?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/fcc-young-farmer-summit-red-deer-registration-998755262877?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.abpdaily.store/producer-meetings
https://gatewayresearch.org/events/
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Not Your Normal Christmas Music 
With the holidays fast approaching, now is the perfect time to dive back into podcasts!  If 
you want to spice up your cab time with ag-based info (and take a break from the 
Christmas music), check out the links below for some ABP-recommended podcasts.  

• Agriculture for Life 
o With topics ranging from agriculture careers, food and nutrition, safety, 

tech and innovation, and climate change, look beyond the grocery store to 
discover the story of agriculture and food.  
 

• Coffee Cows and Crops 
o Join the staff of Peace Country Beef and Forage Association, a producer-

directed agriculture research association, for discussions about better ways 
to produce food and manage your farm or ranch. 
 

• Cows on the Planet 
o Join co-hosts Drs. Kim Stanford and Tim McAllister for science-based 

information on beef, cattle, and their environmental impact. 
 

• Simply Verified Beef 
o Join the Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+) Coordinator and guests each 

month as they discuss facing beef producers across Canada.  
 

• The Beef Cattle Health and Nutrition Podcast 
o Interviews with veterinarians, nutritionists, and researchers about topics 

related to beef cattle production in Canada. 
 

• The Canadian Beef Cattle Podcast 
o Tune in every Tuesday as the Canadian Beef Cattle Podcast delivers 

straightforward insights, expert information, and practical knowledge for 
Canadian beef producers.  
 

• The GrainsWest Podcast 
o A Podcast from GrainsWest Magazine, connecting farmers, food and ideas. 

 
• The Growing Point 

o The Growing Point is Alberta Wheat and Barley Commission’s agronomy-
focused podcast, to provide Alberta farmers and agronomists with current 

https://www.agricultureforlife.ca/podcast
https://coffeecowsandcrops.podbean.com/
https://cows-on-the-planet.simplecast.com/
https://anchor.fm/simply-verified-beef/
https://open.spotify.com/show/3VKYYI6YR3nae2kp5fUjPN
https://canadianbeefcattlepodcast.podbean.com/
https://grainswestpodcast.podbean.com/
https://thegrowingpointpodcast.podbean.com/
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agronomic knowledge sourced from science-based research and projects 
funded by the Alberta Wheat and Barley Commissions. 

 

 


