2022 Shelter belt
Species Quick Facts
COLARADO SPRUCE: People are attracted to the
distinctive blue-green color of this hardy evergreen. But
Colorado spruce really stands out because it is tough,
long lived, and adapted to a wide range of growing
conditions. Colorado Spruce trees are ideally suited for
use in shelterbelts, privacy screens, or as accent trees.
Zone: 2a
Spread: 6 m (20 ft)
Light: full sun
Life Span: 80 years +
Suckering: none

Height: 27 m (90 ft)
Moisture: dry, normal
Growth rate: slow
Maintenance: low
Pollution Tolerance: High

In row spacing: 3-4 m (10-12 ft)
Between row spacing: 5 m (16 ft)
Other names: blue spruce, colorado blue spruce

GOLDEN WILLOW: an attractive accent tree that's
perfectly suited for those moist or wet areas on your
property. This fast growing tree has glossy narrow leaves
that turn gold in fall, furrowed brown bark and showy
gold branches. Golden Willow is commonly used for
windbreaks, shelterbelts, and ornamental planting. In
addition to looking great, Golden Willow attracts a
variety of birds and mammals with its twigs and buds.
Zone: 2a
Spread: 15m (50 ft)
Light: full sun
Life Span: medium
Suckering: medium
Catkins: yes
Pollution Tolerance: High

Height: 15 m (49 ft)
Moisture: normal, wet
Growth rate: fast
Maintenance: low
Fuzz/Fluff: yes
Fall Colour: golden yellow

In row spacing: 2 - 4 m (8-10 ft) Between row spacing: 5
m (16 ft) Bark: new shoots (growth) are bright yellow on
the plant giving it a nice fall/winter appeal
Note: do not plant near buildings or buried services.
Download an order form on our website at www.biglakescounty.ca, and email
agfieldman@biglakescounty.ca to place your order.

LILAC: Common Purple Lilac is a popular lilac. This
large shrub provides excellent privacy or wind
protection in an attractive package. Lilac flowers are
pleasantly fragrant and add a beautiful lavender colour
to your property. Common Purple Lilac is cold hardy,
easy to grow, and can tolerate most soil types.Some
people alternate villosa and common purple lilacs to
create the impression that the hedge is in flower for
almost a full month with the common purple flowering
about 2 weeks sooner than the Villosa Lilac.

Zone: 2a
Spread: 3 m (10 ft)
Light: full sun
Life Span: medium
Flowers: purple clusters
Suckering: low

Height: 5 m (16 ft)
Moisture: dry, normal
Growth rate: medium
Maintenance: low
Pollution Tolerance: High
Fall colour: yellow

In row spacing: 0.9 m (3 ft)
Between row spacing: 5 m (16 ft)

WHITE SPRUCE: White Spruce is a hardy, long-lived
evergreen tree. It can grow in many soil types and
moisture levels. And it can even tolerate significant
amounts of shade. White spruce requires little
maintenance and is well suited for use in shelterbelts,
privacy screens, hedges, and as an ornamental in an
urban setting.
Zone: 1a
Height: 15 m (49 ft)
Spread: 6 m (20 ft)
Moisture: dry, normal
Light: partial shade, full sun Maintenance: low
Life Span: 70 years +
Pollution Tolerance:
Suckering: none
medium
Growth rate: medium
In row spacing: 3 m (10 ft)
Between row spacing: 5 m (16 ft)
Other names: alberta white spruce, canadian spruce, cat
spruce, labrador spruce, northern spruce, pasture
spruce, porsild spruce, skunk spruce, western white
spruce

Download an order form on our website at www.biglakescounty.ca, and email
agfieldman@biglakescounty.ca to place your order.

SIBERIAN LARCH: Siberian Larch is a large, cold hardy
conifer. Like the Tamarack, its needles turn golden
yellow and drop in the fall, and it is able to handle
saturated soils. If you are looking for a long-lived tree
for your large property or shelterbelt with quite wet soil,
this is the tree for you. This variety is often used on the
South side of a shelterbelt to let sunlight in during the
winter and to provide protection or shading during the
summer.

Zone: 1b
Spread: 8 m (25 ft)
Light: partial shade, full sun
Life Span: medium
Suckering: none
Fall colour: yellow needles

Height: 20 m (66 ft)
Moisture: normal, wet
Growth rate: slow
Maintenance: low
Pollution Tolerance: low

Other names: altaian larch, russian larch

LODGEPOLE PINE: Lodgepole pine is well suited to
western Canada's climate and growing conditions. This
native pine noted for its rapid growth among evergreen.
And as one of Canada's hardiest conifers, it can tolerate
cold, shade, drought, and poor soil conditions.
Zone: 1a
Spread: 6 m (20 ft)
Light: full sun
Suckering: none
Growth rate: fast

Height: 30 m (98 ft)
Moisture: dry, normal
Pollution Tolerance:
medium

In row spacing: 3 - 4 m (10 - 12 ft)
Between row spacing: 5 m (16 ft)

Download an order form on our website at www.biglakescounty.ca, and email
agfieldman@biglakescounty.ca to place your order.

HYBRID POPLAR: Hardy prairie tree. A common shade
tree, this fast-growing popular works well in urban yards
or shelterbelts. Low branching. One of the most popular
species used in shelterbelts due to its wide spread that
reduces the total number and cost of trees to plant.
Another benefit of this species is the low branching. It
can serve as a first row species that traps snow drifts.
This makes it uniquely useful as a shelterbelt tree over
other varieties.

Zone: 2a
Spread: 8 m (25 ft)
Light: any
Suckering: high
Pollution Tolerance:
medium

Height: 25 m (82 ft)
Moisture: any
Fuzz/Fluff: yes
Catkins: yes
Growth rate: fast
Maintenance: medium

In row spacing: 2.4 m (8 ft)
Between row spacing: 5 m (16 ft)

MANITOBA MAPLE: Fast growing tree with great fall
color. These trees are typically grown as feature or shade
trees on larger properties or acreages. Cold Hardy and
tolerant of a wide range of soil moisture conditions.
Zone: 2a
Spread: 12 m (29 ft)
Light: any
Suckering: medium

Height: 15 m (49 ft)
Moisture: any
Growth rate: fast
Pollution Tolerance: high

In row spacing: 2.4 - 3 m (8-10 ft)
Between row spacing: 5 m (16 ft)
Other names: ash maple, ashleaf maple, black ash, box
elder, boxelder maple, california boxelder, cut-leaved
maple, cutleaf maple, elf maple, negundo maple, red
river maple, stinking ash, sugar ash, three-leaved maple,
western boxelder
Note: considered toxic to horses.

Download an order form on our website at www.biglakescounty.ca, and email
agfieldman@biglakescounty.ca to place your order.

AMERICAN ELM: Fast growing, tall tree with a
recognizable and pleasing shape. Well suited for urban
environments because of its non-invasive roots and
ability to grow on harsh sites. They develop a wide,
dense canopy that provides shade for many city streets
around North America

Zone: 2a
Spread: 15 m (50 ft)
Light: partial shade, full sun
Suckering: medium
Pollution Tolerance: high
Life Span: up to 200 years

Height: 30 m (98 ft)
Moisture: any
Growth rate: fast
Maintenance: medium
Fall Colour: bright yellow

Other names: water elm, white elm

BLUEBERRY: Common Blueberry isn't as large, pretty, or
high yielding as other varieties. But Common Blueberry
is the only blueberry that will survive in plant hardiness
zones 1A to 2B. So if you happen to live in one of these
zones, this is the variety for you.
Zone: 1a
Height: 0.5 m (1.5 ft)
Spread: 0.5 m (1.5 ft)
Moisture: dry, normal
Light: partial shade, full sun Growth rate: medium
Suckering: none
Pollution Tolerance: low
Other names: canadian blueberry, sourtop blueberry,
velvetleaf blueberry, velvetleaf huckleberry
Note: Blueberries require very specific soil conditions.
They need well-drained soil with a pH between 4.5 and
5.0.

Download an order form on our website at www.biglakescounty.ca, and email
agfieldman@biglakescounty.ca to place your order.

LITTLE LEAF LINDEN: Little leaf Linden is a large,
deciduous shade tree. Its unique, heart-shaped leaves
have fine teeth on the margins and are much smaller
than those of the Big Leaf Linden. Its small, fragrant
yellow-green flowers are said to have medicinal
properties and can also be used to make honey. Little
leaf Linden is a great choice for a boulevard or large lot.

Zone: 3a
Spread: 10 m (33 ft)
Light: partial shade, full sun
Suckering: none
Flowers: yellow flowers in
spring

Height: 30 m (98 ft)
Moisture: dry, normal
Growth rate: medium
Maintenance: low
Pollution Tolerance:
medium

AMUR MAPLE: Amur Maple is an incredibly colorful
tree. As summer turns to fall, it's bright green leaves
turn fiery red. This tree is perfectly suited for urban
environments. It's small size allows you to plant it in city
yards and beneath power lines. Amur maple can also
tolerate urban pollution, moist to dry conditions and is
not affected by soil type or pH.
Zone: 2a
Height: 6 m (20 ft)
Spread: 5 m (16 ft)
Moisture: normal
Light: partial shade, full sun Growth rate: fast
Suckering: low
Pollution Tolerance: high
In row spacing: 2.4 m (8 ft)
Between row spacing: 5 m (16 ft)
Other names: ginnala maple

Download an order form on our website at www.biglakescounty.ca, and email
agfieldman@biglakescounty.ca to place your order.

